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Sir: 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



In advance of continued examination, please amend the above-identified patent 
application as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel all pending claims without prejudice. 




Please add the following new claims: 



\A process for preparing a dihydroxyl-functionalized material by 
hydroxyalkylatin^Ndjca^oxylic acid-functionalized material, said process comprising 
the step of: reacting as reao{ants: (a) a dicarboxylic acid-functionalized material 
selected from the group consistiHg^f dicarboxylic acid-functionalized polymers of: 
polybutadiene, poly(butadiene-co-acrylonitrile), poly(acrylonitrile) and combinations 



